
 

 

BELMONT PARK RACQUETS CLUB 
MINUTES OF 2018 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 23 AUGUST 2018, 7.30 PM 
133 BAYSWATER AVE, BAYSWATER 
 
Attendees     Apologies 
Graeme Norman    Melanie Ingram 
Geoff Topham     Ray Adams 
Debs Lowther     Ali Adams 
Louise Welte     Michelle Robson 
Paddy Martin     Debi Topham 
Janice Venus     Tracey Hartley    
Juliet Dewes     Kay Clarke 
Mary Worthington    Cath Hinds 
Gabriel Pye     Rex Grey 
Gottfried Pausch 
Michelle MacGibbon 
Mary Shelley 
Aaron Hewitt 
Mike Dahlberg 
Hashmita Mistry 
Mark Nielsen 
Geoff Diggle 
Bev Diggle 
Jodine Nielsen 
Grant Davidson 
Margaret Burgess 
Bruce Alvey 
Hayden Adams 
Debbie Timmins 
Jill Stoker 
Brian Lawry 
Inge Wisselink 
Suzy Nola 
Mike Bull 
Ken Bowden 
Terena Warder 
Peter Cairns 
Mike Cohen 
 
Minutes from last Annual General Meeting 
These were accepted as true and correct record.   
Moved:  Michelle MacGibbon.     Seconded: Grant Davidson 
 
Matters arising from previous Minutes 
None. 
 
Election of Officers 
Graeme Norman advised that all Committee members will continue for the following year, with the 
exception of Joan O’Grady.   
 
Debs Lowther has agreed to replace Joan O’Grady as Secretary. 
 
President   Graeme Norman 
Vice President   Geoff Topham 
Treasurer   Grant Davidson 
Secretary   Debs Lowther 
Tennis Senior Convenor Rex Grey 



 

 

Squash Convenor  Michelle MacGibbon 
Bar Manager   Peter Cairns/Geoff Diggle 
Property   Mike Dahlberg 
 
 
Sub Committees 
Junior Tennis   Geoff Topham/Louise Welte/Michelle Robson 
Junior Squash   Cath Hinds/Hayden Adams 
Midweek Ladies’ Tennis Suzanne Nola/Philippa Harknett 
 
Patron    Chris Darby 
Honorary Solicitor  Kevin McDonald 
Honorary Auditor  William Buck 
 
 
 
Presentation of Accounts 
Graeme Norman presented the 2018 Annual Financial Report. Graeme reported that there has 
been a change in auditor from Apollo Audit to William Buck (Apollo Audit had decided not to 
continue accepting audit appointments).   
 
Membership numbers are up slightly on last year, but income from subscriptions was slightly down.  
However, the club has received $12,000 more in operating grants this year compared with last 
year, which had helped increase overall revenue for the year. (P & L and Balance Sheet attached).   
 
Graeme moved the 2018 annual audited accounts be accepted.  Seconded by Paddy Martin. 
 
President’s Report 
Graeme presented his President’s Report. Graeme also thanked the committee for all their hard 
work this year and in previous years. 
 
Achievements can be seen in the attached rankings and reports. 
 
Graeme moved that the report be accepted.  Seconded by Michelle MacGibbon. 
 
Committee/Convenor Reports 
 
Senior Squash 
See attached report from Michelle MacGibbon 
 
Junior Squash 
See attached report and rankings from Hayden Adams 
 
Senior Tennis 
See attached report from Rex Grey 
 
Midweek Ladies 
Suzanne Nola reported that Midweek Ladies had a very successful 2017/18 season. The newly 
adopted shorter format of 2 sets and a STB 3rd set had worked well. 
Three Belmont Park teams came second in their grade - our Prem team; our A2 team (captained 
by Melanie Ingram) will go up to A1, and; our B1 team (captained by Cathy Coleman) will go up to 
A2. 
We ran another successful grade tournament at the end of the season and also hosted and 
enjoyable function with Ngataringa - with thanks to Mark Nielsen for his assistance with that. 
 
Our Wednesday morning members are working hard to invigorate the Wednesday morning club 
day, with particular thanks to Kirsten Wright for this. They would like to encourage men to go to this 



 

 

social morning, to make it more like Sunday mixed doubles.  This is 9.00 - 11.00, and they usually 
go for coffee afterwards.  They plan to kick off the season with a fast four tournament, with the help 
of Cathy Coleman in organising this.  Posters will go up to promote the event. 
 
Organising interclub teams for next season is always tough - the club has put on some coaching 
sessions to try to encourage some of Mark’s Smash Tennis clients to join the club.  This has 
already been successful to some extent, with 6-7 new members, and possibly a whole new team!  
This is a work in progress. 
 
Junior Tennis 
Geoff Topham reported that Louise Welte has agreed to continue as Junior Tennis Interclub 
Convenor, with help from Michelle Robson.  Thank you to both, as this is a tough job. 
 
Saturday morning Juniors’ coaching continues to go well, with 70 regular attendees.  The 11.00 am 
group continues to focus on interclub play and learning everything about the competitive game.  
The 2 earlier groups have around 25 juniors each hour, with approximately 1 coach per 4 players.   
 
We will be concentrating on introducing the Hot Shots programme for these first 2 groups. 
We had mixed results in our junior inter club season, with only 2 teams winning, but with 8 teams 
as runners-up, and all very close. Tricky situations can arise when younger players are picked for 
older teams, and parents sometimes will not commit to interclub until they know who will be in their 
child’s team. 
 
The Junior club championships was a very enjoyable and rewarding week, with a great turnout, 
good tennis and excellent sportsmanship.  Thank you to all who supported Louise and I in the 
organisation of these championships. 
 
We do need to encourage more of our top junior players to enter Northern Auckland tournaments. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Grant Davidson reported that membership levels are steady, and that we need to be careful with 
costs, with the aim of building up cash reserves for future projects.  There is currently $45,000 in 
the bank. 
 
Property 
Mike Dahlberg had only one health and safety issue to report - an injury to a visiting player during a 
mid-week ladies tournament.  
 
Drainage in the driveway continues to be one of the biggest issues, but now the council are 
involved, and hopefully this matter will be soon resolved as part of the driveway/carpark upgrade 
project. 
 
Bar 
Geoff Diggle and Peter Cairns reported that the liquor licence has been successfully renewed.  
Everyone with a bar key now has to read and sign the guidelines given by the authorities.  The law 
has sharpened up on serving non-members.   
 
Peter thanked Bev Diggle for her time spent on researching the best deals and purchasing of 
wines. 
 
Other Business 
Graeme asked that more members think about helping with organising events, like the Bubbles 
and Bash, or even a music night, etc.  
 
Membership fees  
Graeme proposed that the subs should stay the same for 2018/2019 - all agreed. 
 



 

 

 
Survey 
The club has recently undertaken a survey of members to help with the drafting of a new Strategic 
Plan. The new Committee would endeavour to work on this plan, with member engagement in 
early 2019. 
 
Belmont Park Bowling Club 
Graeme informed the meeting that the President of BPBC feels there is an opportunity for our club 
to take control of the back green as they do not need it. However, such a move could take up to 2 
years to realise.   
 
Mike Cohen also reported that this option would need to involve North Harbour Bowls and Tennis 
Northern to proceed. 
 
Other Business 
Driveway/Carpark 
Firstly, the drainage needs to be improved, then a new driveway laid.  A tender is to go out in 
September, then a contractor can be appointed with a view to getting it all done by March 2019.  
 
Mike Cohen needs to confirm with the Council what budget is available over $80k. 
 
New Life Member  
Margaret Burgess has been nominated by Suzanne Nola (see attached testimonial).   
 
The President asked the members present for those in favour of the nomination, and all agreed.   
 
Margaret then addressed the AGM, thanking Suzanne and the club for this honour. 
 
 
 
Meeting closed at 8.50 pm 
 
 
I certify that the above is a true and correct record of the minutes of the Belmont Park Racquets 
Club AGM meeting held on 23 Aug 2018. 

   
____________________ 
 
Graeme Norman - President 
Belmont Park Racquets Club 
 
 
 

   


